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Trachtenberg Reports Death Threats
B Nathan Carrick
Staff Writer

Howr she says it's personal and dangerons.

Dhring the last two months, Councilimember Duchy Trachtenberg claims she has
recelved dozens of threats, raany of therm death threats, from cormrunity
reribers oppoged to a'bill she sponsored that guarantees crvil rights for
transgender indriduals.

According to Trachtenberg, several people sent about 40 pieces of threaterning
correspondence to her hore and office. Dany of thern were signed, she said,
though sore nsed fake names. Some were sighed by merabers of Citizens fora
Responsihle Govermraent, a group trying to get Trachterberg's legislation
repealed.

"These threats are directed at me because I have been a proponent for and
sponsor of legislation protecting the rights of LGBET [leshian, gay, bisexual,
travegender] indrviduals,” Trachtenbers said. T find it disturbing that these kinds
of threats can be made so openly to public officials, threatening their safety."

Ilichelle Turmet, a spokesperson for CRG, said the group doesn't send or
support sending threatering letters. "We don't advocate angrthing like that at all”
Turmer said. "We're not in this to speak il of any group or stand in judgrment.”

& genior policy analyst in Trachterberg's office, Dr. Dana Beyet, also recemred
threatening correspondence, the council meraber said. Beter has been an
outspoken opponent to CRG's petition.

In Horvereber the County Couneil unanirmonsly passed bill 23-07, a piece of
legislation Trachterbers sponsored that protects transgender individnals against :
discrivination in housing and sxployment, Merdbers of CRG believe the law  C0UNtY Councilwoman Duchy Trachtenberg
grves pedophiles and sexmal predators easy access to women's bathrooms and

locker roons.

Eatlier this month CRG submitted a petition to the Montgomery County Board of Elections putting a referendum question about repealing
what has becore known as the Transgender Lagislations on the ballot in Noveraber. Last week Equality Ilaryland, the state's largest LGBT
athvocacy group, filed a lawsnit against the county Board of Elections alleging an iraproper count.

Turner added that the leaders of CRG prefer a diplomatic approach. "We would be happyr to sit down with Duchy [Trachterberg] and have a
crvilized dialogne,” Twrrer said. "Unfortunately she's a little hard to get a hold of. Plus, given the attitudes of mavny of those on the council, it
doesn't seera like sormething theyw'd want to do.”

Trachterbers said that Sharon Kass, a member of CRG, has sent harassing letters to both her and Bewer. She said Kass suggested in one letter
that Trachterberg shonld worry about handling her own farnily befbre taking on these other issues. Trachtenberg has a son with schizophrerda.

Turner said, howewer, that Kass is more of a "supporter, and not what we consider a member.”

Flass could not be reached for comrnent by press time, but she replied to an e-mail frorm The Sentinel requesting corarment with e-mails
containing anti-gay Literature, including a brochure titled "Cray! Vou dow't have to be,” and a link to an articls titled, "The Desire For & Sex
Change: Paychiatrist says sex-change surgery is a collaboration with a mental disorder, not a treatraent.”

"Ewery orgarnization has a fringe element - not to say she's on the fringe," Tirmer said. "We don't necessarily agree with everything she has to
say. But don't quote e on that.”

Trachterhers said Beter's two sons were mentioned it one e-tvail, saying they are doomed to psychological problems because Beyer is a
transgender indmvidual. One of Beter's sons is a student at Brown Untversity, the other at the Untversity of Tlaryland. Beter could not be
reached for corraent by press titee becanse Connty Couneil is on recess this weel

Trachterbers declined to release copies of the threatening correspondences becanse she said police ave irvestizating threats made repeatedly by
sorae indraduals. She added that several restraining orders raght be issued as a result of the threats.

She read parts of a few letters to The Sentinel owver the phone. "Put an end to Bill 23-07 or sou won't 1ive too long,” said one, signed, I
Walker. Others were extreraely vulzay, mcluding one that said, "5*** a tranng's g+ "

"I think they're just trying to intimidate a couneil meraber who is standing up for what's Aght," Trachterberg said.

Extra security measures have been taken at the County Council building, and Trachterberg said she is in the process of installing a home security
systern hecause of the threats.



